
   6/5L Term 1 

                    Newsletter 

Dear Parents and Caregivers, 
 
Welcome to 6/5L! It is a pleasure to be teaching and guiding stage 3 students through the senior years of their primary 
education this year. As we strengthen the connections between classroom and home learning, I am confident that all 
children will be able to achieve their personal goals. 

 

Weekly Schedule  

 

 

      

Homework 

Homework will be issued on Mondays and collected on Fridays. The purpose of Homework is to consolidate the skills 
learnt at school. Homework is comprised of a compulsory section, which includes literacy exercises, reading for 30 
minutes per night (fill in reading log) and Maths. Additional homework includes research, speech writing, projects and 
completing unfinished class work. If your child is unable to complete homework for any reason, please write a brief 
note in your child’s Homework book please. Homework books need to be at school every day as they are used as a 
communication book and diary. 
 

English 

This term students will be studying information texts linking to our History unit on the Australian Colonies. 
       
Reading comprehension strategies will be explicitly taught through students’ participation in reading sessions with the 
teacher as well as literacy circle group discussions and activities. These activities promote higher-order thinking skills 
and encourage students to take personal responsibility for their learning. Texts being studied in term 1 include:    
 

                   
 
 
For writing we will be studying informative texts. As students become familiar with the different language features of 
informative texts, they will learn how to effectively collect facts, use specific examples, use rhetorical questions and 
write in present tense. 
 
In Speaking and Listening, students will be delivering both prepared and impromptu speeches and be guided in their 
skills in preparation for the Multicultural Perspectives Public Speaking Competition. 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 
 
Homework 
distributed  
 

Scripture 
 
Stage 3 singing 
 
 

  
Robotics (Mrs 
Garlick) 
 
 

 
 Drama  
 
Library (Mrs 
Campbell) 
 

PSSA/School Sport 
(Sports uniform to be worn) 
 

Assembly 
 
Homework 
collected  

 

 



 
 

Mathematics 

In Mathematics, we aim to nurture creative and persistent problem solvers whilst increasing confidence in the area of 
mental computation. This will be accomplished through a mixture of collaborative problem solving groups, open-ended 
activities and closed exercises. Mathematics assessment will be ongoing throughout the term. Please see the table 
below for the topics that will be covered. 

Term  1 Content 

Whole Numbers and 
Decimals 

 Recognise, represent and order numbers to at least tens of millions 

 Compare, order and represent decimals beyond hundredths 

Addition and Subtraction: 
Mental and written 
strategies  

 Calculating money 

 Time 

 Use efficient mental and written strategies and apply appropriate digital technologies to solve 
problems  

 Add and subtract decimals, with and without the use of digital technologies, and use 
estimation and rounding to check the reasonableness of answers  

 Compare 12 and 24 hour time 

 Determine and compare the duration of events 

Multiplication and 
Division-  
Mental and written 
strategies 

 Finding patterns  

 Length and Area 

 Select and apply efficient mental and written strategies, and appropriate digital technologies, 
to solve problems involving multiplication and division with whole numbers 

 Choose appropriate units of measurement for length  

 Calculate the perimeters of rectangles using familiar metric units  

 Calculate the areas of rectangles using familiar metric units  

Fractions and Probability 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Explain or demonstrate why two fractions are or are not equivalent  

 Make connections between equivalent fractions, decimals and percentages  

 Recognise that a fraction in its simplest form represents the same value as the original 
fraction  

 Recall commonly used equivalent percentages, decimals and fractions,  

 List outcomes of chance experiments involving equally likely outcomes and represent 
probabilities of those outcomes using fractions  

 Determine the likelihood of winning simple games by considering the number of possible 
outcomes, eg in a 'rock-paper-scissors' game   

 Recognise that probabilities range from 0 to 1  

 describe events that are impossible and events that are certain  

 Describe the likelihood of a variety of events as being more or less than a half (or 0.5) and 
order the events on an interval 

 
HSIE and Science 

 
This term we will study a History unit called ‘The Australian Colonies”. This topic provides a study of colonial Australia in 
the 1800’s. Students look at the founding of British colonies and the development of a colony. 
In Science, we are studying ‘Light Shows’, a Primary Connections unit on light. Students will learn the properties of light 
and show how it enables us to see. Through investigations students will explain how objects reflect, absorb and refract 
light. 

 
 

Technology 
 
Ms Garlick teaches the Lego Robotics every week and this program teaches students to utilise their programming skills 
to execute commands. During class computer time, students will be consolidating their word processing skills, 
recognising reliable web pages and developing their information and media literacy skills. 
 
 



PDHPE 
 
PSSA modball and cricket began in Week 2 for selected students. Students staying at school will participate in activities 
to develop various game skills and a basketball program. During PD lessons, students will learn about various social 
skills and continue to reinforce our PBEL school expectations of students being: safe, respectful learners. We will 
participate in a CARES road safety program this term. 

 
Creative Arts 

 
Students will create works using different media and materials. They have also participated in a Raw Art lesson this 
term. Every Thursday in Term 1, 6/5W students will explore Drama through Literacy in the hall. Singing will be on 
Tuesdays. Music lessons will be on Wednesdays. 

 
 6/5L Classroom reward system 

This year our class will be using Li-bucks, a reward system for classroom behaviour and academic effort.  Each student 
has an individual account for their Li-bucks. They can use their Li-bucks to purchase various items from Li-bay including 
choosing group work partners, 15 minutes free time, being the teacher for 10 minutes etc. They also have a class 
account. Once the class account balance reaches certain amount, they can choose to purchase group activities from Li-
bay, such as game time, a classroom party etc.  

 
Calendar Dates and Reminders 
 6 February:  Raw Art 
15 February:   Swimming Carnival 

    16 February:  Pink Stumps Day – mufti and gold coin donation 
    24 February:  P & C Welcome event – Under the Sea 
    28 February:  Stage 3 Meet the Teacher – 6pm 
    2 March:  Term 1 invoice due (Please contact Ms Simmonds if you wish to discuss payment of the invoice at your  
                             earliest convenience). 
    2 March:  Zone Swimming Carnival 
    7 March:         Oz Opera – The Magic Flute 
    20 March:      3-6 World of Maths Incursion 
    28 ,29 March: CARES program at St Ives 
    29 March:      Sydney North swimming carnival 

If you have any concerns or questions please feel free to contact me. 
 
Li Li 
 
Li.Li151@det.nsw.edu.au 

Week Expectation 

1, 6 and 11 Saying please and thank you. 
 Communicating with courtesy links to being respectful. 

2 and 7 Movement around the school such as walking to assembly. Students should walk in one line. 
This links to being safe.  

3 and 8 Being prepared each day with the correct equipment.  
This links to being a learner. 

4 and 9 Listening and communicating positively and with courtesy.  
This links to being respectful. 

5 and 10 Caring for personal belongings, such as hats and lunchboxes.  
This links to being respectful. 


